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A Welcome Gift

Dario and his mother loved their new apartment. The living room was large enough for

their piano. That night, the two of them side by side at the piano. They played jazz
music to celebrate their new home. The loud filled the room and made them feel very
happy.

The next morning, , their happiness disappeared. Someone had left a

under their door during the night. One of their neighbor had written to complain

(#1342 ) about the sound of the piano. Dario’s mother asked the building superintendent ( %5

F 51 ) if he knew anything about it. But he said that they were all people and he
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couldn’t imagine any of them had done that. Later that morning, Dario suggested that they

write a letter to their  and apologize for their playing.

“Maybe we could goand  everyone in person.” his mother said.

“What if we invited them to come here for a instead?” Dario asked.

They both loved the . Over the next few days, they sent out invitations and
prepared desserts ~ their guests. They decorated the apartment with streamers ()
and party lights.

Finally, the day of the party . Some guests brought presents. Others brought
flowers. Some even brought desserts to . One woman, Mrs. Gilbert, ~ Dario’s

mother with a book of piano music by Chopin.

“I heard you playing the other night,” she said. “The sounds woke me out of bed.
I that you might play like this every night. So I wrote a short note. I hope you don’t
think I disliked the playing.”

Dario’s mother smiled at Mrs. Gilbert. “I think maybe we  you an apology.” she

said. “T didn’t how late it was when we were playing.” Maybe we should play some

quieter music at night.
“You play, you play!” Mrs. Gilbert said. “I like what you play! Just not so loud
at night.” She pointed to the book she had given them. “These songs are not such

. ”
music.

“These songs are beautiful music.” Dario’s mother said. “We will be to play
them in the evening.”

“And we won’t play so loud or late!” Dario said. He was already looking forward

to the new music. More than that, however, he was happy to see the big smile on his
mother’s face. It gave him a feeling of and made him feel that they were home at
last.
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Walking through the park one day, I passed some children selling hot chocolate. One

girl, smiling, asked, “Would you like to help support our park and playground? It’s only 50

cents a cup.” Of course, I couldn’t help being extraordinarily ~ that kids this young

showed great interest in their community. I found that they were having great

pouring hot chocolate. They were feeling pride that they were a local cause

RVN

(7~ %5 5 ). It seems that they already grasped a basic idea about reaching out to help

others: It feels !

Teaching our children to help others benefits them a great deal.

The bottom line is that brings peace of mind. Serving those in need helps
children learn that they can make a —that they have the to make a positive
impact. This a sense of control, helping them feel less frightened. It also reassures

them that if they were ever in danger, help would be

Another important is that we are all dependent on each other. When children
serve others, they learn to ~ someone else’s greater need and to ~ other people.
In the process, they learn sympathy, kindness, and responsibility.

There are many other  to making charity a part of your family’s life. You’ll meet
new friends and develop relationships. Running a bake sale will give your kids a chance to
practice  such as fundraising, money management, and teamwork. Self-exploration
and discovery will  through their choice of activities.

For a child to become a cheerful, charitable giver, consistency and commitment are
key. Try different volunteer efforts, and experiment  you find a good fit for his or her
skills and interests. When you see them enjoying the fruit of their efforts, encourage them

to . They’1l experience the long-term benefits of

Based on my own experience, | can say developing the good habit of charitable giving
will become  to your best family memories and celebrations.
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